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	Aberdeen Parent Council Forum: Meeting Minutes



Aberdeen Parent Council Forum
                      Wednesday 24th June 2020
Meeting for Parent Councils                                  Google Meet 7pm to 8:30pm
Minutes of Meeting
APCF Reps:    Margaret Davidson (Chair/Aberdeen Grammar), Aurelie Irving 

                     (Minutes/St. Josephs),
PC Reps:        Fernielea Primary, Glashieburn Primary, St Machar Academy, Ferryhill
                     Primary, Scotstown Primary, Bridge of Don Academy, Abbotswell 

                     Primary, Kingsford Primary, Riverbank Primary, Cults Academy, Ferryhill 

                     Primary, Loirston, Oldmachar Academy, Braehead Primary, Broomhill
                     Primary, Harlaw Academy

Other:            Tony Rafferty (National Parent Forum of Scotland – Aberdeen Rep)            
Although efforts were made to record the names of all schools which took part in the meeting, it is acknowledged that the list may not be complete as many participants logged in using personal email addresses or their child’s Google Classroom one. Twenty five parents attended.
Welcome

Margaret introduced herself and thanked everyone for taking part in the meeting.  She advised that this was the second of two meetings being held this week to allow PCs to discuss the return to school in August and blended learning. She advises that whilst this meeting had originally been meant to cover the same topics as the one on Monday, this would no longer be the case as the Deputy First Minister, John Swinney had announced yesterday that the plan was for schools to go back full-time in August with blended learning now being the contingency plan. Decisions will likely be made locally, based on local R numbers rather than nationally, so that cases in one part of Scotland don’t affect outcomes in another.
Return to school full-time
The return to school on a full-time basis was discussed with many points and questions being raised. It was agreed that all questions raised would be passed to ACC.

· What will being in school full-time look like?  The assumption of those at the meeting is that there will not be any social distancing in the model.  It was noted that ACC had mentioned at the meeting with PC Chairs that they were not encouraging the use of face masks and would prefer they were not used. There is concern pupils may not be as vigilant with their hand washing if they are wearing masks. The EIS teachers’ union has put out a statement today saying staff in schools should wear face masks.  Action: Margaret to ask what the policy will be on masks if the return to school is full-time.

· With blended learning there were not going to be lunch breaks and school meals. With a full-time return, will school meals be back? Action: Margaret to ask ACC

· Will pupils have access to the full curriculum rather than the 3 core areas? Action: Margaret to ask ACC.
Health and wellbeing

· ASN children – lots of different scenarios, which works fine for some children, but will be very tough for those with additional support needs such as autism; their health and wellbeing must be considered, even if we know that schools/teachers are under great pressure. Blended learning would probably have helped some ASN children, with smaller groups, but current model with transitions (from lockdown into school and primary to secondary school) is going to be very challenging for them. 

· What about children who are actually learning better from home, whom parents have to convince that they need to return to school full-time? 
School transport

· Will pupils have to wear masks on school transport? The law at the moment is that masks are required on public transport and in taxis.  Communication re school transport is that ACC/companies are struggling to secure drivers for buses and capacity in general. Will school buses be subject to social distancing and mask wearing? Action: Margaret to put this question to ACC
· Massive change with going back full-time, with public transport being a more significant issue. Concern around pupils being bused to school if social distancing still applies on public transport; lack of capacity.
· At Monday’s APCF meeting, cycling to school was suggested as an option for those with safe routes. It had been suggested that ACC be asked to provide bikes for pupils they are responsible for transporting, if they are happy to cycle to school. The law states Local Authorities (LAs) must provide transport to and from the school for an in-zone child if they live over 2 miles (primary) and 3 miles (secondary) away. it doesn't stipulate what "transport" means, and therefore LAs can interpret this as they wish, which could mean providing a child with a bike if safe routes are available and parents agree. Those present felt that was a lot of money (different budgets) and that routes in Aberdeen are dangerous. This option received a more favourable response at Monday’s meeting.
Wrap-around care

· It seems there are waiting lists for the childcare hubs with the criteria for getting a place being very restrictive. Criteria as to which occupations counts as “key workers” is very confusing and unclear.  Childcare facilities should reopen mid-July, paid for keyworkers, but childminders may not have capacity to add children from outwith the bubbles they have at school.
· Wrap-around care only initially for families with 2 keyworker parents or 1-keyworker single parents, this will affect teaching staff who are also parents. From the ACC meeting, parents heard that ACC expected 20% staff to be shielding or not available (though this should be finished by 11 Aug). Teachers may not know if they will be available as don’t know what will be in place by then childcare wise. Feedback received is that families who meet the criteria are not being guaranteed places for their children and teachers who have a partner who is not a key worker are not being allowed to go on waiting lists for childcare. 
· Parents would like to know if the council has plans to create more childcare hubs for working parents. Could buildings found to be unsuitable as additional school accommodation or buildings earmarked to be additional school accommodation be used as additional childcare hubs?  Action: Margaret to ask ACC about this 

· Childminders are still working, and have been working throughout most of lockdown – up to 4 families a day, now for the last month also open to non-keyworker families; seems unlikely that this would be reversed. Some childminders do not seem to have been made aware of the new guidelines.
Communication
· Some parents are not getting information filtered down from ACC – schools may be too busy to send info out at the moment due to phased return planning – much inconsistency across the board; perhaps we need to go back to ACC and suggest centralised information coming out rather than put this extra burden on schools right now, to ensure all parents are informed. No harm in receiving the information from more than one source. Action: Margaret to ask ACC about this.
· Some transitioning is happening, but without consistent arrangements or communication. Whilst some parents reported that transitioning events were taking place virtually, others reported that no transitioning activities had taken place. Could Quality Improvement teams not have been in touch with schools to ensure transitions were happening, and schools supported if and when needed? Marischal college is shut but all officers are apparently working from home, “normally”.  

· Consistency would really help; schools will be shut over summer, but ACC will be open – so a channel to inform parents will be necessary.  Action: Margaret to ask ACC how parents will be kept informed over the summer?  The preference is direct contact from the council due to inconsistencies across schools.  Whilst some schools provide very regular feedback to parents, others report next to no feedback at all.
· Chromebooks and dongles – lack of equity in the information being provided to parents on accessing these items for a pupil who does not have a device to use for online learning (other than a smartphone). Some parents were not aware this help was available, some were told it was available to those on free school meals, others that it was one device per family and others that they could apply for a device for each child. This is very disappointing. 
Online Learning
· Most children seem to be taking part in learning, however, how is engagement defined? ACC claims 93% of children are engaging well, but we suspect some are dabbling. Are the figures based on daily logins to Google Classroom or the participation in meets and the submission of work? Action: Margaret to ask ACC what information they are using to compile their statistics on engagement. ACC (Charlie Love) is also looking at statistics for pupil engagement across the city. 
· Some P1 children have more work than P7, who could be working independently – this is unsustainable for parents who also have to work from home. Some staff say they are putting out more work than they expect children to actually do, so that children have choice and are challenged– but do parents know this? From the feedback at the meeting, the answer appears to be that not all do and they feel under pressure to help their child complete all tasks. Children also look at work that is “missing” on Google classroom, and finding the volume of work stressful. 
· There are apparently plans for an equality review across Scotland (John Swinney mentioned @parliament last night) to see where children are and what impact lockdown has had on learning.
Additional support needs forum

The ASN forum has been gone for about a year, so it’s really hard for parents of children with additional support needs who benefited from the support. Meetings were very hard to attend due to timings. Now, things might improve with Google Meet / Zoom, since everyone now needs to know that virtual attendance helps engagement. The power of remote attendance has hit home – 4000 people attended the John Swinney Q&A, the 2 APCF meetings attracting about 47 people on two combined nights etc. We understand how live attendance can be a huge issue, particularly for parents of ASN children, who have fewer childcare options. Action: Margaret to ask ACC about bring back the ASN using online meetings.
APCF meetings moving forward
Parents at the meeting asked if we can have APCF meetings over the summer, to stay informed and discuss? At least 27 schools have sent representation to the last 2 meetings which is really encouraging. People are really enjoying the input and discussion. Good for involving carers as well as parents, and for enabling Parent Councils to work together and support each other. We are now considering having shorter, more regular remote meetings in this format if that works better for reps from schools. We could have one before the Education Operational Delivery Committee, and separate ones for all other business.  We have an excellent working relationship with ACC though our liaison Gael Ross who is very good at getting information to us on things that we need to hear about. 

