Questions for ACC raised by PCs at APCF Meetings on 22nd and 24th June 2020

1. Online learning appears to be a full-time job for a teacher.  How will this be managed when pupils return to school part-time?
2. Lack of childcare places is a concern as is lack of transport between school and childcare hub.  Does the council intend to create more childcare hubs?
3. Are there buildings which although not suitable for use as school accommodation, would be suitable for childcare hubs?  
4. Are there contingency plans in place for pupils and teachers who are shielding if this is extended past 11th August?
5. The amount of online learning available to pupils varies greatly within and across schools and it is thought this may be because some teachers are more confident at providing online learning than others How can we better support teachers? ICT training - is there enough?
6. Are schools monitoring and encouraging attendance at live streamed lessons? Teachers put a lot of effort into them but it sounds as if attendance can be very low.
7. Can more Cybersafe Scotland online events be arranged for parents?  The last one was well attended and parents are requesting more.
8. Could this be an opportunity to offer musical instrument tuition to more pupils from one centralised place, providing lessons online?
9. Where there are issues with transport to school, would the council consider paying for bicycles for pupils they have a duty to transport, if they are willing to cycle to school? Are you willing to providing more safe routes? Where there is a requirement for the council to provide transport, the law does not stipulate what transport means.  There is Scottish Government money going to LAs at the moment specifically to increase safe walking and cycling infrastructure for key workers which could be accessed. 
10. The EIS have said staff should wear face masks when schools return.  What is the council’s policy on face masks if schools return full-time? 
11. Will school meals be available if schools return full-time?
12. Will pupils have access to the full curriculum if schools return full-time?
13. Will school buses be subject to social distancing and mask wearing?
14. Some parents are not getting information filtered down from ACC, some get a moderate amount of information and others get a lot.  Due to this inequity, could information be sent out to parents from a central point to ensure we all receive the same information?
15.  Why has there been a lack of equity with transition? Some schools are providing transition events virtually and others are not doing any at all. 
16. How will ACC keep parents informed and ensure they know the model of education pupils will be returning to after the summer? The preference is it comes from a central point so school staff can enjoy their well deserved break, and all parents receive the same information.
17. Chromebooks and dongles – lack of equity in the information being provided to parents on accessing these items for a pupil who does not have a device to use for online learning (other than a smartphone). Some parents were not aware this help was available, some were told it was available to those on free school meals, others that it was one device per family and others that they could apply for a device for each child. Were schools told the eligibility criteria or did they set their own?
18.  What information does ACC use to compile its statistics on online engagement as 93% seems very high when we hear that some pupils aren’t attending online meets and others aren’t getting online work to do.
19. Would ACC consider re-introducing the ASN Forum using online meetings? Parents would welcome this as it would provide the support they need and take away the need to arrange childcare.
20. What support is being put in place to support ASN pupils transitioning back into full-time schooling or transitioning from primary to secondary school?
21. How is ACC going to ensure equity in education if the return is part-time? Some parents have requested book lists from their school so they can buy the books their child will need but not everyone can afford to do that.


